
Directions to Potrero Power Plant 
 
 
Potrero Power Plant 
1201-A Illinois Street 
San Francisco, California 94107    
Phone (415) 695-2607     
Fax (415) 695-2639 
 
 
Directions from San Francisco Airport: 
• Exit Airport on to Highway 101, go North to San Francisco for about 8 miles. 
• At the Highway 101/Highway 280 intersection, stay in the two right lanes and take Highway 280 North 

towards Downtown & the Port of SF. 
• Approx 1 mile, take Caesar Chavez Street exit off Highway 280.  At stop light, turn right onto Caesar 

Chavez (formerly Army Street) and go east to Third Street. (Approx. 4 blocks) 
• At Third Street, turn left …….. go to 23rd Street and turn right. 
• At the first intersection (Illinois Street) turn left. 
• The plant entrance (Humboldt Street) is halfway up the block and on the right between the PG&E 

substation. 
• Drive past the PG&E guard shack (there may not be a guard present) and pull up to the entry talk box 

on the left side of the road just before the automated Mirant gate.  Follow instructions on the control 
panel to call the control room for entry.  

• Drive through the gate and continue towards the water to the end of the road. Turn right & park at the 
Main Office. 

• Go to the second floor Main Office and sign in. 
 
Directions from Oakland Airport: 
• Exit Airport on Doolittle Drive to Hegenberger Road to Highway 880 (Nimitz Freeway). 
• Take Highway 880 (Nimitz Freeway) North to Bay Bridge and San Francisco (Highway 80). 
• Proceed West across the Bay Bridge (Toll $4.00) to San Francisco. 
 
Alternative A from the Bay Bridge  (Longer route but less confusing)  
• At the San Francisco end of the bridge proceed South on Highway 101 (three right lanes) and exit at 

Caesar Chavez.  (Right lane only. After exiting, stay to the left (twice) for Caesar Chavez East ) 
• Take Caesar Chavez East approx. 6 blocks to Third Street. 
• At Third Street turn left and proceed along Third Street to 23rd Street. 
• At 23rd Street, turn right. 
• At the first intersection (Illinois Street) turn left. 
• The plant entrance (Humboldt Street) is halfway up the block and on the right, between the PG&E 

substation. 
• Drive past the PG&E guard shack (there may not be a guard present) and pull up to the entry talk box 

on the left side of the road just before the automated gate.  Follow instructions on the control panel 
(press #) to call the control room for entry.  

• Drive through the gate and continue towards the water to the end of the road and turn right. Park at 
the Main Office and go to the second floor to sign in. 

 
Alternative B from the Bay Bridge (Shorter & more direct but a little more confusing) 
• By the end of the Bridge in SF, get into the left lane 
• Take the 5TH ST exit on the LEFT toward US-101 N/GOLDEN GATE BR. (0.27 miles) 
• Turn EASY LEFT onto HARRISON  ST. (0.24 miles) 
• Turn LEFT at next light 6th ST. (0.17 miles) 
• Merge onto I-280 S via the ramp at end of 6th ST. toward SAN JOSE. (0.81 miles) 
• Take the MARIPOSA / 18th St. exit 



• Turn LEFT onto 18TH ST. (0.29 miles) 
• Turn RIGHT onto ILLINOIS ST. (0.45 miles) 
• Entrance to plant is half way between 22nd ST and 23rd ST via LEFT turn into HUMBOLDT ST at 

PG&E Switchyard.   (Note that Humboldt Street is across the street from 1180 Illinois St) 
 
Directions from Downtown San Francisco: 
• Go South along the Embarcadero to Third Street (at the ball park) and turn left (south). 
• Proceed South along Third Street to 18th Street. 
• At 18th Street, turn left. 
• At the first intersection (Illinois Street) turn Right. 
• The plant entrance (Humboldt Street) is on the left between 22nd & 23rd Streets (across the street from 

1180 Illinois St into the PG&E substation). 
• Drive past the PG&E guard shack (there may not be a guard present) and pull up to the entry talk box 

on the left side of the road just before the automated gate.  Follow instructions on the control panel to 
call the control room for entry.  

• Drive through the gate and continue towards the water to the end of the road and turn right. Park at 
the Main Office and go to the second floor to sign in. 

 


